
 

 

Music and Arts Education: Heart of our School Community 

 

The National Association for Music Education believes that  

all students deserve access to and equity in the delivery of music education, one of 
the subjects deemed necessary in federal law for a well-rounded education, which 
is at the heart of NAfME’s stated mission: to advance music education by 
promoting the understanding and making of music by all. 

When schools finally return to session, this commitment will remain the same: all students deserve 
equitable access to a well-rounded education, including music education delivered by professional, 
licensed music educators. In fact, in light of the tragic impact of COVID-19, as an association of 60,000 
music educators and music education researchers, this statement on access and equity will be even 
more vital than ever before once schools finally re-open.  Here’s why: 

Music and arts education support the social and emotional well-being of our students. In addition to 
expressing themselves through creative artistic endeavors, music students develop additional skills 
associated with social-emotional learning, including self-awareness, self-efficacy, self-management and 
perseverance, social awareness and relationship skills. Following a period of extended social isolation, 
students will need to practice their social and relationship skills again in school. Music classes, 
particularly those organized around ensembles, lend themselves to this practice and community 
building. 

Music and arts education support the creation of a welcoming environment in school, where students 
can express themselves and celebrate their community. Celebrating our ability to come back together 
as educators and students, even if only in limited ways, through performance and art, is vital to creating 
a safe and healthy school community.  

Music and arts education are part of a well-rounded education for all students as understood and 
supported by federal and state policymakers.  As defined in the 2015 federal education law, the Every 
Students Succeeds Act, music and the arts are part of a well-rounded education. Every state in the nation 
recognizes the importance of music and the arts through the creation of state arts standards, including 
for our early PreK learners. More than 40 states recognize the importance of the arts through some 
form of a high school graduation requirement; and more than 43 states have instructional requirements 
in music and the arts for elementary and secondary schools.  

As state and school districts work through the difficult budgetary times that the 2020-2021 fiscal year 
will bring, NAfME and our partners urge that music and arts education remain well-funded to support all 
students as they return to school.   

We all know the power that music and the arts bring; in fact, we have seen it played out during this 
spring through shared musical moments from porches and backyards across the country and the world. 
Let’s bring that joy back into our schools this fall through strong music and arts programs for all. 


